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Introduction to the

American Kidney Fund

Welcome Friend!

You are receiving this because you have recently applied for and received a grant
from one of American Kidney Fund (AKF)'s financial assistance programs. This
AKF grant is to help you with your treatment-related costs so that you may access
adequate healthcare. AKF helps thousands of people every year with such costs.
We are very pleased to count you among the friends we have helped!

At AKF, we help people fight kidney disease and live healthier lives. We achieve
our mission by providing financial support to patients in need, and by delivering
programs that educate, build awareness, and drive advocacy, resulting in greater
public understanding and ultimately the prevention of kidney disease.

AKF assists eligible patients like you with:

« Transportation to and from treatment

* Medicine copays

* Nutritional supplements

+ Durable medical supplies (blood pressure cuffs, etc.)

+ Renvela®, Renagel® and Hectorol® medicines

* Insurance premiums through our Health Insurance Premium Program (HIPP).



What is HIPP?

If you have kidney
failure and have health
insurance coverage but
are unable to afford the
cost of your premiums,
AKF's HIPP program
may be able to help

if you meet program
eligibility qualifications.

HIPP covers premiums

for:

* Medicare Part B

* Medicaid (if your
state requires a
premium payment)

+ Medigap

+ Commercial

plans (including
Marketplace plans)

+ Employer group
health plans

+ COBRA plans
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HIPP eligibility criteria:

You must live and receive dialysis treatment for
End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) in the U.S. or its
territories.

You must meet the eligibility requirements of the
insurance coverage for which premium assistance is
being requested.

You must show that you cannot afford your health
coverage. AKF will review your household income,
reasonable expenses and liquid assets before
granting assistance.

You must carefully review all forms of health
insurance coverage (Medicare, Medicaid, Medigap,
COBRA, EGHP, and commercial insurance) and
available assistance for paying health insurance
premiums (Medicaid, state and local assistance,
charitable organizations) and select the combination
that best serves your specific financial needs and
medical condition.

For more detailed HIPP information and rules please
review the HIPP guidelines available on AKF's Grants
Management System (GMS).
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Things you should know about HIPP

1.

HIPP is for people who can't afford their
monthly insurance premiums. We determine
your eligibility based on our financial need
criteria.

We help you to pay for health coverage
you've already chosen that best meets your
needs. We don't help you choose or enroll in
an insurance plan.

When you receive grant assistance from
AKF, it doesn't matter where you go for
dialysis. We will assist you whether or not
your dialysis provider or transplant center
makes charitable contributions to AKF, and
you're free to change providers at any time.
We do not help you choose a dialysis clinic
or other health care providers.

Assistance with primary and secondary
insurances is available (AKF will not assist
with more than two types of insurance).

Once you have assistance from HIPP,

you'll be able to access all of the health
care services offered covered by your
insurance, including transplant workups and
transplants allowed under your plan.

When you receive a transplant, your HIPP
assistance will continue through the end of
the insurance payment period in which the
transplant is provided. You should work with
your dialysis social worker and transplant
center to make sure that you understand
your post-transplant coverage and your

related health insurance premium payments.

7.

10.

1.

12.

13.

We help you regardless of whether your
health care provider makes charitable
contributions to AKF.

Although you receive HIPP assistance from
AKF, you are the policy holder for your
health insurance. The contract is between
you and the insurance company. You are
responsible for understanding all of the
terms of your contract and for making sure
that your health insurance premium is paid
on time.

AKF reviews grant requests on a “first-come,
first-served"” basis.

AKF processes applications within 10-14
business days on average.

You should work with your dialysis social
worker or HIPP coordinator to complete
your HIPP application so that they have all
the information to submit a complete and
accurate application.

It is important that you bring your most
current insurance bill (no older than

90 days) to your dialysis social worker
before applying to AKF for assistance. You
must also sign and date a HIPP patient
consent form. Not providing all required
documentation can slow down the grant
approval process and delay getting the
grant to you.

All applications must be submitted via AKF's
online Grants Management System (GMS).




About the American
Kidney Fund

As the nation's leading nonprofit working
on behalf of the 31 million Americans
with kidney disease, the American Kidney
Fund provides a complete spectrum

of programs and services: prevention
outreach, top-rated health educational
resources, and direct financial assistance
enabling kidney patients to access
lifesaving medical care, including dialysis
and transplantation.

We are proud to help 1 out of every 5
U.S. dialysis patients with treatment-
related expenses. We invest in clinical
research to improve outcomes for
kidney patients, and we fight tirelessly
on Capitol Hill for legislation and
policies supporting the issues that are
important to kidney patients. To address
the enormous public health threat of
kidney disease, we provide public and
professional health education materials,
courses and webinars, the Kidney Action
Day® community outreach program, a
Kidney Health Educator program, and

a toll-free health information HelpLine
(866.300.2900). Our grassroots
fundraising platform, KIDNEYNATION,
unites Americans who are raising funds
to support our mission.

We spend 97 cents of every donated
dollar on programs and services. We hold
the highest ratings from the nation’s
charity watchdog groups, including
Charity Navigator, which includes us on
its “top 10" list of nonprofits with the
longest track records of outstanding
stewardship of the donated dollar.

Need more information?

We encourage you to register to use our
online Grants Management System (GMS)
to check the status of your grant requests.
This will help you to keep track of what is
happening with your grant from AKF. Please
visit our website at www.kidneyfund.org
and click on the green GMS login button at
the top of the page to register.

While you are on our website, you may learn
more about the American Kidney Fund

and kidney-related topics. Our website is
full of health information. If you choose to
give us your email address, we'll send you
informative newsletters from time to time.
Finally, if you are interested, we would love
you to sign up to be one of AKF's patient
advocates—there are more than 5,000
people across the country who've already
joined. Our patient advocates help to
educate policymakers about issues that are
important to kidney patients, and we keep
our advocates updated with information
about policy issues that relate to the health
care you receive.

If you need information about
your grant or about anything else
relating to the assistance we are
providing you, please call us at
1.800.795.3226, or email us at
patientservice@kidneyfund.org.
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Connect with us on social media
€6 /AmericanKidneyFund 8 @KidneyFund
& @AmericanKidneyFund @ @KidneyFund



