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As the American Kidney Fund (AKF) celebrates its 50th year of fighting kidney disease and helping people
live healthier lives, we look back with pride on our past and reflect on our vision for the future. The 2021
theme of The Hope Affair— Honoring the Past. Forging the Future— is a fitting way to celebrate the
milestones we have achieved as an organization and recognize the people at the heart of the work we do
today and will continue to do for the next 50 years and beyond.

When AKF was founded, fewer than 55,000 people in the U.S. had kidney failure. Today, there are more than
785,000 Americans with kidney failure and a staggering 37 million with kidney disease, making our work more

important now than ever.

One of those people living with kidney failure is 12-year-old Sadallah Alhaj, whose artwork, Fishing for a
Kidney, will appear on the cover of AKF's 2022 calendar. Featuring a smiling boy reeling in a kidney like a fish,
Sadallah’s hopeful artwork invites us to “imagine if kidney fishing were a reality,” so everyone like him who is
on dialysis could receive a lifesaving transplant.

Increasing the number of kidney transplants is a cornerstone of our work. In 2020, AKF’s financial support
made kidney transplants and post-transplant care possible for 7% of all kidney recipients in the U.S., and

we are on pace to help even more low-income dialysis patients get transplants in 2021. We have also
spearheaded the nationwide effort to secure protections for living organ donors at the state level, and since
2019, 18 states have signed these protections into law. Tonight’s KidneyNation honoree, Jeremy Smith, flew
across the country last year, during the COVID-19 pandemic, to donate a kidney to his brother, Drew. He also
used downtime during the pandemic to raise more than $12,100 through AKF's do-it-yourself fundraising
program, Kidney Nation. Since its launch in 2015, Jeremy and other participants have raised $2 million for
AKF's programs and services.

Securing protections for living donors and improving the lives of those living with kidney disease through
legislation would not be possible without the dedicated Ambassadors in our Advocacy Network. Since

we began our Advocacy Network in 2010, more than 16,000 patients, family members, friends and kidney
care professionals have joined us as Ambassadors in the fight against kidney disease. One of our most
passionate Ambassadors is tonight’s Hero of Hope, Leigh-Ann Williams, a dialysis patient who is dedicating
her career to giving back to the kidney community. As she works to reduce health disparities that lead to
disproportionately high rates of kidney failure in communities of color—a
focus of AKF’s for many years— we are inspired by Leigh-Ann’s drive to
improve health equity for future generations.

Throughout the next 50 years, AKF will be there, fighting on all fronts,
for every American impacted by kidney disease. We are grateful for your
partnership in this fight, and we are honored to have you with us for this
special evening. Thank you for all you do help us forge a brighter future
for patients.

LaVarne A. Burton
President and Chief Executive Officer
American Kidney Fund
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As Chair of the American Kidney Fund’s Board of Trustees, | am honored to be involved with the organization
that has a 50-year track record of directly touching more lives than any other kidney nonprofit.

The Hope Affair is AKF’s annual celebration of the inspiring work that our donors make possible. Though we
wish we could celebrate our 13th annual gala with you in person, we are virtual again this year due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and its particularly devastating impact on people with kidney disease. We look forward to
the light at the end of this tunnel and are excited to introduce you to our honorees who are helping to forge a
brighter future ahead.

Despite the continuing struggles of the pandemic, AKF has been there every step of the way for the kidney
community, including:

Education

e Continued to provide crucial and award-winning information about COVID-19 to patients and caregivers
* Led efforts to improve diagnosis and treatment for unknown causes of kidney disease

* Launched several powerful new disease education campaigns and initiatives.

Advocacy

* Successfully lobbied the Biden-Harris Administration for the direct allocation of the COVID-19 vaccine to the
nation’s dialysis clinics

* Launched our first annual State of the States: Living Donor Protection Report Card

* Drove national conversations about health equity and health disparities.

All of this work and more is made possible thanks to your support and generosity.

When you give to AKF, you can trust that your donation has the biggest impact on the lives of the 37 million
people with kidney disease and the millions more who are at risk. For every dollar donated, AKF invests 97

cents in our programs and services, not overhead.

Whether we are publishing award-winning educational content, advocating for legislation to improve the lives
of kidney patients and living organ donors, or empowering the kidney
community to start a KidneyNation fundraiser, we are there fighting on all
fronts.

Thank you for supporting the American Kidney Fund. We are honored to
have you join us for The Hope Affair.

Maureen Nugent Franco
Chair, Board of Trustees
American Kidney Fund
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Welcome to The Hope Affair 2021: Honoring the Past. Forging the Future.

The Hope Affair is about honoring those who inspire us in the fight
against kidney disease.

Tonight we look forward to celebrating many milestones with you:

The American Kidney Fund’s 50th Anniversary and the milestones of our
patients and their families!

EMCEED BY
NBC 4 News Anchor Shawn Yancy, Live from Washington, D.C.

SPECIAL GUESTS
LaVarne A. Burton, American Kidney Fund President and CEO

Maureen Franco, Chair, American Kidney Fund Board of Trustees

AWARD RECIPIENTS
Sadallah Alhaj, Calendar Kids Art Contest Cover Artist
Jeremy Smith, KidneyNation Excellence Award

Leigh-Ann Williams, Hero of Hope

Sadallah Alhaj, 2021 American Kidney Fund
Calovietn Cover Aiiel

Sadallah Alhaj is a sixth grader from Philadelphia who
wants to be a nephrologist when he grows up because
of the impact his own nephrologist has had on him.

“l want to be a nephrologist because | want to help
people,” he says. He was born without functioning
kidneys and had a transplant at age 2 that lasted for
eight years. He is now on dialysis, attending three
times per week. At every session, he asks his nurses if
they've found a kidney for him yet.

Though dialysis takes up about half of Sadallah’s time,
he is able to attend school regularly and is very proud to be a straight A student. He likes
talking to his school friends about his experience with kidney disease and how dialysis
keeps him healthy. During his free time when he is not at dialysis or school, he stays busy

playing board games, listening to music and solving math problems.

Sadallah’s artwork, Fishing for a Kidney, received the most votes from the public during
this year's AKF Calendar Kids Art Contest. His artwork features a boy on a dock reeling
in a kidney like a big fish, which won over voters with its hopeful message, “Imagine if
kidney fishing could be a reality!” The caption reads, “l would fish a kidney for all of us
who need one.”

Sadallah stays positive. “l never give up,” he says. “My family, friends, nurses and
teachers all support me.” He says his parents are “the best parents in the world | could
ever have.” Sadallah was excited to showcase his artwork and compete in the contest. He
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feels “so awesome and grateful” for everyone who voted for him to be the Cover Artist.
He wants to tell other kids with kidney disease to be patient because he is hopeful they

will all get a kidney soon and achieve their dreams.

Each year the public selects the cover of the American Kidney Fund’s calendar. The Calendar Kids Art Program

has been providing a creative outlet and national recognition for children living with kidney disease for over 25
years.



Jeremy Smith, 2021 American Kidney Fund
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Jeremy Smith and his brother, Drew, have been best
friends since they were kids. Now both in their 30s,
they have spent decades doing everything together—
playing on the same sports teams, taking an annual
snowboarding trip to Lake Tahoe, hanging out in the
same group of friends, attending the same college and
even once following each other in a move across the

country.

In 2020, they also went into surgery together when
Jeremy donated his kidney to Drew.

Jeremy spent a year prepping for the transplant, including changing his entire lifestyle
so he could be his healthiest for the surgery. He says COVID-19 lockdowns were the
“perfect storm” because it allowed him to do pretty much nothing else except focus on
being ready to give Drew his kidney.

The perfect storm created by the coronavirus pandemic also gave Jeremy time to give
back to the larger kidney disease community. Inspired by Drew and friends who lost
parents to kidney disease, Jeremy signed up for AKF’s do-it-yourself fundraising program,
KidneyNation. Jeremy started a KidneyNation fundraising page and hosted a backyard
concert at their family farmhouse in Pennsylvania, featuring the Grammy-nominated band
Yarn, to raise additional funds. Determined to raise money for AKF as a tribute to Drew
before the transplant surgery, Jeremy reached out to his network of family, friends and
coworkers to get as many donations and sell as many concert tickets as he could. His
fundraising efforts were so successful, he exceeded his goal of $8,500 and raised more
than $12,000 for AKF’s programs and services

We honor Jeremy tonight for his selfless gift of organ donation and lasting commitment

to improving the lives of everyone with kidney disease.

The KidneyNation Excellence Award is presented to a member of our fundraising community whose commitment
to the cause of helping kidney patients and increasing awareness of kidney disease is an inspiration to others. For
more information about how you can get involved with KidneyNation, please contact Martin McNutt at 240-292-
7056 or mmenuti@kidneyfund.org.
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Leigh-Ann Williams, 2021 American Kidney Fund
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Leigh-Ann Williams is an AKF Ambassador
and Kidney Health Coach who currently
works as a program coordinator at the West
Jefferson Medical Center in New Orleans.
While undergoing dialysis at home, Leigh-
Ann has continued working, traveling and
pursuing her education. She hopes other
people with kidney disease can look to her
for inspiration and know that life does not
end with a kidney disease diagnosis.

Leigh-Ann has adopted the mantra, “these kidneys won’t hold me back!”
It is a declaration that despite her disease, she will still live her life to
the fullest. She is an avid public speaker and motivator, and is involved
in several social, civic and service organizations. She recently received
her Masters in Public Health from Louisiana State University with a
concentration in epidemiology. She is committed to reducing health
disparities that lead to disproportionately high rates of kidney disease
and other chronic diseases in communities of color.

As an AKF Ambassador, Leigh-Ann has provided encouragement to other
people with kidney disease through her active social media presence,
advocated on Capitol Hill for kidney patients across the country, and
shared educational materials about kidney disease prevention and risk
factors with her network. In her limited spare time, Leigh-Ann loves to
travel, go to the movies, spend time with family and meet new people.

The Hero of Hope Award is presented to a patient whose life is a testament to hope in the face of kidney disease.
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SATELLITE
HEALTHCARE

Satellite Healthcare salutes
the American Kidney Fund

for 50 years of supporting
patients through kidney health
awareness, education

and prevention.
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Follow us on Social Media

SatelliteHealthcare.com
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' At Otsuka, we defy limitation,
so that others can too.

If you think this is impossible,

you've never met an Otsuka-person. OfSUKa | visit Otsuka-us.com.
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3y putting

ives first, we've
created a legacy =
that lasts

For 130 years, we have tackled some of the world’s biggest health
challenges and provided hope in the fight against disease, for both
people and animals. Today, we continue our commitment to be the
premier research-intensive biopharmaceutical company in pursuit
of medical breakthroughs that benefit patients and society for
today, tomorrow and generations to come.
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37 Miles in one month
for the 37 million Americans
living with kidney disease

Over $200k raised for
AKF programs

THE

CHALLENGE

Thank you for making
2021 a great year for the
37 Mile Challenge!

@ American Kidney Fund
KidneyNation
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AKF was founded 50 years ago, in 1971, by a group of compassionate friends who came We're helping people learn how to prevent
together to help a neighbor with kidney disease. For the past five decades, kidney disease before it starts. And, we

. Listening to the needs, hopes, and dreams help thousands of people—at every stage
of kidney patients defines our agenda. of kidney disease—access our tools and

resources to achieve a better quality of life.

Mﬁ%pkfﬁ/ @ﬁgﬂ%/ZﬁWO%/’ We also have made it our mission to give
Q&ﬂ/ﬁﬁ%ﬂéT patients a voice. We know that when

people share their kidney disease stories,
AKF is a national organization, but our services have a lawmakers listen.

truly local impact. All across the country, and perhaps
in your neighborhood, people rely on our services.

A Ehedionale Voree

“This is a very scary, lonely and frustrating

We provide direct financial assistance to help with the
high costs of dialysis, transplants, insurance and other

expenses not covered by insurance. disease. But | want my son and everyone

else’s children to have a shot at a healthy

/5400%[% life free from kidney disease. As an AKF

,- il Our impeccable credibility with the people Ambassador, | get to tell my story on
//%”ﬁ% we serve also makes us the “go-to” Capitol Hill. By using my voice, | am
"My two younger sisters and organization for researchers seeking to enroll conveying the urgency of kid“ey disease
And, when a community is hit by a disaster, whether people in research studies. And, since we to our leaders and demanding that they

| are used to chatting about fight for better treatments.

BoriowinglshoeslateansaBut it's a hurricane or a pandemic, AKF is there to ensure launched our Clinical Scientist in Nephrology
when | was diagnosed with kidney patients can still get the treatment they need. program in 1988, we've started the OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS NEED TO
kidney disease in my twenties, careers of 48 of the best and the brightest UNDERSTAND THAT KIDNEY DISEASE

We have provided emergency financial support

the conversation took a very researchers in the kidney disease field. DESERVES THE SAME AMOUNT OF

FUNDING AND ATTENTION AS ANY
the United States and its territories over the past two ﬁﬂ/@éﬁ/ﬁ/ W Ug OTHER DISEASE.”
) 7 ) ‘, y/ / .
| called my middle sister and decades—including a staggering | g /

asked if she would be willing to When you partner with AKF, you can have — Ellery Payton, AKF Ambassador
donate a kidney. SHE SAID YES

AND GAVE ME THE GIFT OF

: throughout all the major disasters that have struck
different turn.

a truly transformational impact on American

LIFE healthcare. Millions of lives are at stake - AKF is the most efficient and highly-rated
. lives that we can save together if we kidney nonprofit in the United States with
' q?%// %WM% Ve MD/@é/ at.tack if V‘.’e attack the proble.m C"f kidney 97 cents of every donated dollar invested in
— Shayla Harris, ten- g ( disease with focused determination and patients and programs. We hold the highest
year kidney transplant When people need information about kidney health, strategic investments. 4-Star rating from Charity Navigator and

recipient and proud . . . :
member of the AKF staff they turn to AKF. Our website, KidneyFund.org, is one The time to act is now. On behalf of the the Platinum Seal of Transparency from

of the top sites on the Internet for information about GuideStar. Simply put, your dollar goes

people we serve every single day, please

chronic kidney disease, kidney failure, complications further at the American Kidney Fund.

join us in creating a world without kidney

and treatment. disease.
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As part of AKF's 2021 Kidney Action Week, our government relations team hosted a virtual
Congressional briefing on Increasing Kidney Transplants in Communities of Color. The briefing
featured panelists who discussed their personal experiences with kidney transplantation, as well as
the systemic barriers that limit both transplants and living organ donation in communities of color. The
goals of the briefing were to educate viewers about this important issue, provide recommendations
for policymakers and inform people of color who may be directly impacted by these disparities of
ways they can advocate for themselves.

[ N |

LaVarne Burton, President & CEO of the American Kidney Fund:

“An integral part our mission is to fight health disparities, which have been brought into sharp focus by the
COVID-19 pandemic and its disproportionate adverse impact on communities of color—and on people with
kidney disease.”

Andrew Donnelly, Communications Director & Senior Advisor for Congresswoman Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE):

“"We need to better understand the social, environmental and occupational factors that contribute to the
health disparities communities of color face, and that’s why Congress must come together to fund research,
prevention, testing and treatment of kidney disease.”

Dr. J. Keith Melancon, MD, Director of Transplant, George Washington University Hospital:

“"We believe it's important to consistently emphasize the preeminence of living donor kidney transplants to
all other forms of renal replacement therapy, you have to take on head-on myths and misinformation, and you
have to address implicit bias in your staff.”

Dr. Ken Sutha, MD, PhD, Instructor of Pediatric Nephrology, Stanford University School of Medicine & AKF Ambassador:
“Being able to come up with better strategies to encourage people to become living organ donors is very
important to try to reduce the kidney transplant wait time.”

Nicole Jefferson, AKF Ambassador:
“When | tell my story, people don’t know they can advocate for themselves, that you can delay dialysis if you
are medically sound, or that you can register for a kidney in multiple locations.”

Dr. Frances Ashe-Goins, RN, MPH, FAAN, PhD (hon), Former Deputy Director for HHS Office on Women's Health & AKF
Board Member:

“Throughout [my daughter] Cheryl’s life, she became an advocate to let other patients, the people at the
dialysis clinic with her, know that they should get on the transplant list — because a lot of people didn’t know
that. She also talked to them about taking care of the kidneys while they had them, and she talked a lot about
being aware of your body and being aware of symptoms and having a conversation with your healthcare
provider and letting them know how you're feeling, to be a partner in your healthcare.”

The entire briefing is available for viewing on YouTube.
We are grateful to AstraZeneca for their Title support of AKF's health equity programming.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgk4N1qz0QI

RECOGNIZING AMERICAN KIDNEY FUND'S 50TH ANNIVERSARY
HON. JAMIE RASKIN

of Maryland

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2021

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize the American Kidney Fund (AKF) for its outstanding
leadership in the fight against kidney disease. AKF is located in Rockville, in Maryland’s 8th District, and |
am proud to be AKF’s Representative in Congress. This year marks the organization’s 50th anniversary and |
invite my colleagues to join me in recognizing AKF’s five decades of work.

AKF was founded in 1971 by a group of people who came together to help pay for a neighbor’s lifesaving
dialysis treatment, and in the 50 years since, AKF has become a well-known and widely-respected charitable
organization that is dedicated to meeting the needs of people affected by kidney disease. AKF is the
nation’s leading independent nonprofit advocating on behalf of the 37 million Americans with kidney
disease. AKF’s vision is a world without kidney disease-- but until then, AKF will do everything in its power to
ensure that every kidney patient has access to health care, and that every person at risk for kidney disease
has the knowledge and resources to help prevent it.

AKF notes that it touches more lives than any other kidney organization, with programs of prevention,

early detection, and direct financial assistance that enable the nation’s low-income dialysis and transplant
patients to access lifesaving medical care, disease management support, clinical research, innovation and
advocacy resources. The American Kidney Fund plays a leading role in educating and informing the American
people about kidney disease, raising public awareness about the fact that many cases of kidney disease are
preventable, and spreading the message that when it is detected early, kidney disease can often be managed
and its progression slowed. Recognizing that advanced kidney disease disproportionately affects minority
populations, AKF and its 16,000 Ambassadors have been longtime advocates for these patients and their
communities. One area of focus for the organization has been to educate the public about the importance

of increasing the participation of minority populations in clinical trials, which are critical to developing better
treatments for conditions like kidney disease. Minority populations have historically been underrepresented
in these trials, and AKF is dedicated to changing that.

AKF also assists low-income dialysis patients and people who have recently received a kidney transplant,
providing financial assistance through Safety Net Grants, Disaster Relief Grants, Health Insurance Premium
Program Grants and Coronavirus Emergency Grants. AKF has worked to address longstanding health
disparities in the United States and advance health equity so that all of us are as healthy as possible. Madam
Speaker, on the occasion of AKF’s 50th anniversary, | urge my colleagues to join me in recognizing the
American Kidney Fund'’s unsurpassed leadership in the fight to end kidney disease.
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You're invited to join Partners for Change, a monthly giving program for our most dedicated
supporters. Stand with other compassionate donors on the front lines of fighting kidney disease
and provide continued hope for 37 million patients!

97 cents of every dollar you give every month goes directly to patients and programs. Monthly
giving is a convenient way to support Americans living with kidney disease.

Together, we can give living
organ donors the protections they
need, no matter where they live.
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National Living Donor Statistics

) 5
>108,000 people T e i e ] In 2019 2029, 1; states
are.currently on the living organ donations out enacted legislation spearheaded
national transplant o

of 23,644 transplants by AKF to remove barriers and
waiting list ' protect living organ donors

4 out of 5 | That is about
?.:e :/)vaiti:ge?oﬂe 1out of 5 W &k
“ a kidney transplants @ @

15,000+ AKF Ambassadors are working to advocate for living donor
protections, and other types of legislation, at the state and federal level

to improve the lives of kidney patients
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