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The American Kidney Fund (AKF) fights kidney disease on all fronts 
as the nonprofit with the greatest direct impact on people with kidney 
disease. AKF works on behalf of the 1 in 7 American adults living with 
kidney disease, and the millions more at risk, with an unmatched scope 
of programs that support people wherever they are in their fight against 
kidney disease—from prevention through transplant. AKF fights for 
kidney health for all through programs that address early detection, 
disease management, financial assistance, clinical research, innovation 
and advocacy. AKF is one of the nation’s top-rated nonprofits, investing 
96 cents of every donated dollar in programs, and it has received 24 
consecutive 4-star ratings from Charity Navigator as well as the Platinum 
Seal of Transparency from Candid, formerly known as GuideStar.

WHO WE ARE:

OUR VISION: 

OUR MISSION: We fight kidney disease and help people live healthier lives

A world without kidney disease



Dear Friend,
Kidney disease affects us all. It’s the fastest-growing noncontagious disease in our country, and one of our 
nation’s most pressing health challenges. While no two journeys with kidney disease are exactly alike, the 
need for hope—anything that promises a better, longer, healthier life—is universal. 
The American Kidney Fund is there when and where people need us, no matter where they are in 
their journey. And it’s all possible because of YOU: The supporters who believe so deeply in our work 
and the difference we’re making. 
As you’ll read in this report, we accomplished so much together in 2024. AKF worked nationally and in 
local communities, unveiling new resources, programs and events—all designed to generate hope for 
people affected by this serious condition, including caregivers and living donors. 
In the wake of an especially devastating hurricane season, we helped more than 1,600 kidney 
patients, providing crucial financial assistance to help them recover from the disasters. We reached 
deep into American communities hard-hit by kidney disease, mobilizing our Kidney Health Coaches 
and local partners to spread the word about prevention, early detection and management.
In this momentous year, AKF also reached more health care professionals and scientists to improve 
our collective understanding of rare, undiagnosed or misdiagnosed causes of kidney disease. And 
we reached a national audience with high-profile partnerships and campaigns, including our first-ever 
APOL1-Mediated Kidney Disease (AMKD) Awareness Day.
No other kidney organization reaches farther to directly impact more lives than AKF. Thanks to 
your generosity, the kidney community can find hope in education, lifesaving financial support and 
research that powers new treatment breakthroughs. We can see hope in early detection, access to 
high-quality health care, the possibility of a transplant and more. 
On behalf of everyone at AKF, thank you for being on this journey with us. Together, we are fighting 
kidney disease on all fronts—and putting hope within reach.
With sincerest gratitude,
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READ ON FOR MORE OF WHAT WE ACCOMPLISHED TOGETHER!

KIDNEY DISEASE BY THE NUMBERS

1 out of 8 
Americans on dialysis, 

and many post-transplant 
patients, cannot afford the 

cost of care.

1 in 7 
Americans has kidney 

disease—but 9 out of 10 
don’t know it.

Nearly 90% 
of people on the organ 

transplant waiting list are 
waiting for a kidney.



OUR IMPACT IN 2024
With your support …

7,000+ 
Kidney Health Coaches 

have been trained to date 
to spread the word about 

kidney disease prevention, 
early detection and 

management worldwide.

NEARLY 

380,000 
people learned about living 
well with kidney disease by 
viewing our free webinars.

3x
as many people with 

kidney disease received 
emergency financial 

assistance to cope with 
a natural disaster, 

compared to 2023.

1,601 
people on dialysis received grants from 

AKF enabling a life-saving kidney transplant 
… that’s about 6% of all kidney transplants 

performed in the U.S. 

18,332
people in high-risk communities learned 
how to keep their kidneys healthy, thanks 
to our Kidney Health Coach Health Equity 

Grants.

READ ON FOR MORE OF WHAT WE ACCOMPLISHED TOGETHER!



HOPE FOR THE HARDEST MOMENTS
Kidney disease and kidney failure often impose enormous physical, emo-
tional and financial burdens. AKF is committed to ensuring every patient 
can access health insurance and the essential treatments they need to 
survive and thrive. 
In 2024, AKF provided direct financial assistance to about 70,000 dialysis 
and recent transplant patients with low incomes in all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and every U.S. territory.
� Our Health Insurance Premium Program (HIPP) helped nearly 58,000

people maintain their access to kidney care.
� The Safety Net Program helped nearly 10,000 people living with kidney

failure pay for expenses not covered by health insurance, such as trans-
portation to and from dialysis, co-payments and blood pressure cuffs.

� The Living Donor Assistance Program™ made more kidney transplants
possible by easing donors’ out-of-pocket expenses like travel,
childcare and lost wages from taking time off work. In 2024, we
expanded the program to serve Massachusetts and the Washington,
DC, metropolitan area and distributed more than $120,000 in grants
to more than 65 living donors who chose to give the gift of life.

The Living Donor Assistance Program is made possible with support from the Friends of David Atkins 
(Massachusetts and NYC metro area) and the Sievers Family Charitable Fund (DC metro area). 

WEATHERING THE STORM
When a natural disaster hits, people can lose access to life-sustaining 
kidney treatments—and AKF is there, ready to help. This year, our Disaster 
Relief Program provided nearly $420,000 in emergency financial assis-
tance to more than 1,600 people with kidney failure affected by Hurricane 
Helene, Hurricane Milton and severe storms in Houston. With the grants, 
they could evacuate, obtain medications and healthy food, and travel to 
dialysis centers that still had power.
AKF is grateful to the many corporations, foundations and other friends who have offered critically 
needed aid to these disaster relief efforts, including the American Society of Nephrology, Ardelyx, 
Aurinia Pharmaceuticals Inc., CorMedix, CSL Vifor, Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc., the Schattner 
Foundation, The Foundation for Kidney Patients and Travere Therapeutics, Inc.

PEOPLE AFFECTED  
BY KIDNEY DISEASE
Kidney disease is complex, life-threatening and costly—but no one has to go through it alone. Thanks to our generous stakeholders, 
the American Kidney Fund is there to help people navigate every stage of the journey, from prevention through post-transplant 
living, with financial support for lifesaving treatments and practical educational resources. We’re also at the forefront of shining a 
light on rare causes of kidney disease that so often go misdiagnosed or undiagnosed. 

Learn more about AKF financial assistance  
programs at KidneyFund.org/Get-Assistance
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THIS MONEY ALLOWED MY 

PATIENTS TO TAKE A DEEP 

BREATH. THANKS FOR BEING 

SUCH A GREAT SUPPORT 

FOR OUR PATIENTS [AFTER 

HURRICANE HELENE].

Suzanne B., health care professional, Florida
”

“
‘Every bit of help 
is life-changing’ 
Mark Pendlebury is no stranger to severe 
weather, but Hurricane Helene was something 
else. The historic storm went straight through 
Augusta, Georgia, in September 2024, and 
completely devastated his community.
“You couldn’t see five feet in front of 
you because the rain was so bad,” Mark 
recalled. Helene damaged his house and 
yard, and he and his wife spent a week 
without power.

Another concern: Would Mark be able to continue dialysis? He was 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes at age 4 and received a dual kidney 
and pancreas transplant in his mid-30s. But a severe bout of COVID-19 
in 2022 required doctors to pause his immunosuppressants, and his 
donated kidney failed. 
Mark was relieved to learn a dialysis center was still accepting 
patients after the hurricane hit, just 10 minutes away from his usual 
clinic. The hardest part of surviving Helene was replacing his family’s 
refrigerated and frozen food. 
Everyone descended on the neighborhood’s lone open grocery store. 
“You had to wait for a shopping cart,” Mark shared. “I’ve never seen 
anything like it before in my life.”
The former restaurant manager has been unable to work while he 
awaits another kidney transplant, so money is tight. But then Mark’s 
social worker told him about the AKF Disaster Relief Fund. 
“It was great because I had just spent a lot on groceries and had 
no money left for bills. Every penny I got was extremely helpful and 
helped relieve so much stress,” Mark said of the grant. 
He wants AKF supporters to know: “Every bit of help is life-changing 
to so many people. Thank you!”

5



Get to know your kidneys at  
KidneyFund.org/KnowYourKidneys

‘I just wanted to make him feel better’
Tracey Previti surprised her then-boyfriend John—and herself—when 
she offered to donate her kidney to him. 
John has polycystic kidney disease (PKD), a genetic form of the 
disease that affects multiple members of his family. By 2023, he 
was in kidney failure. He would need to begin dialysis unless he 
could get a transplant. 
“I wasn’t even an organ donor at that point,” she recalled. “I just 
wanted to make him feel better.”
Tracey was not a match for John, but on Oct. 25, 2023, she donated 
a kidney to someone else and John received a kidney through a 
paired organ donation—when two donor and recipient pairs swap to 
get kidney matches.
Tracey had some complications requiring follow-up surgeries, which 
caused not only physical and mental stress, but financial stress as 
well. She found relief in AKF’s Living Donor Assistance Program, 
which reimbursed her for some of the out-of-pocket costs.
After receiving her grant, Tracey rallied her coworkers to contribute 
over $1,800 to the program. “I just wanted [other living donors] to 
know that there is help out there if you need it.”
The happiest ending of all: Tracey and John were married in October 
2024, almost exactly a year after their life-changing transplant surgery.

UNLOCKING ANSWERS TO KIDNEY DISEASE
Up to 15% of people with kidney disease do not know what caused their 
condition. They deserve answers. 
In October 2024, AKF launched the “Answers Unlocked” campaign to 
spread awareness of how genetic testing can help them find those 
answers. “Answers Unlocked” empowers patients to talk with their 
doctor about genetic testing and counseling to receive the best, most 
personalized kidney care.
This campaign was made possible with support from Natera.

LEARNING TO THRIVE
No matter how you come to kidney disease, AKF is committed to helping 
you every step of the way. That starts with learning as much as you can, 
so you can stay healthy and move forward. 
We work to identify unmet needs and, together with our partners, 
craft compelling educational campaigns and resources for the kidney 
community. People living with kidney disease and their loved ones know 
they can come to AKF for easy-to-understand information and useful tools 
that will help them make the best possible health decisions.
In 2024, AKF significantly expanded the Know Your Kidneys® initiative, a 
comprehensive program that provides a roadmap to better kidney health.

	� Know Your Kidneys offers information about kidney disease risk 
factors, prevention strategies, signs and symptoms and understanding 
important tests.

	� The interactive Know Your Kidney Numbers tool helps people learn 
their chances of facing kidney problems and determine next steps.

	� Know Your Cause® explores possible causes of kidney disease, 
including diabetes, high blood pressure, or a rare or genetic disease.

	� Know Your Plan® is for people who know they have chronic kidney dis-
ease or kidney failure and want more guidance on living a healthy life.

Know Your Kidneys is made possible with support from AstraZeneca, Boehringer Ingelheim and Eli Lilly 
and Company, and Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc.
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A Champion for the Cause
This year, AKF proudly teamed up with Olympic gymnast Suni Lee 
on the Know Your Cause initiative. Lee, who was diagnosed in 2023, 
shared her experience to shed light on unknown causes of kidney 
disease and encourage others to pursue their dreams. She made an 
incredible comeback, bringing home three medals in the 2024 Paris 
Olympics.

GETTING DIAGNOSED WITH 

KIDNEY DISEASE TURNED THE 

WORLD THAT I KNEW UPSIDE-

DOWN. ... I WANT TO ENCOURAGE 

OTHERS TO BE INFORMED ABOUT 

THEIR KIDNEY HEALTH AND 

BECOME A SELF-ADVOCATE FOR 

A TREATMENT PLAN 

THAT CAN ALLOW 

THEM TO LIVE THEIR 

BEST LIFE. 

U.S. Olympic gymnast Suni Lee
”

“

7

Understand the cause of your kidney  
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Coping with Cystinosis
Everything changed for the Leininger family when 16-month-old 
Charlie was diagnosed with stage 3 kidney disease. Over time, they 
adjusted to their “new normal” of medicines, blood draws and regular 
exams. Charlie received a kidney transplant from a living donor (a 
friend of his parents’) shortly before his fifth birthday. 

However, the Leiningers’ life was shaken up once again in 2022, 
when further testing revealed Charlie’s kidney disease was due to 

cystinosis, a rare genetic disease that can cause kidney 
failure as well as damage to the eyes, pancreas, liver 

and brain. Suddenly, his treatment plan became even 
more complicated. What’s more, Charlie was now old 
enough to understand his medical condition. It was 
a lot to process.

Fortunately, mom Erin learned about AKF’s Camp 
Connections’ new program just for children 

living with cystinosis. Charlie, now 11, joined 
the monthly virtual camp alongside his 

siblings, Arthur and Emilie. A strong 
support system helps the Leiningers 

through both the good and bad days 
of life with kidney disease. 
“It really made Charlie feel special in 

the best possible way,” said Erin. “We 
are so grateful to be a part of this program.”

Our cystinosis programming was developed in partnership with 
Cystinosis Research Network and with support from Amgen.

NAVIGATING NUTRIENTS
Phosphorus helps keep bones strong and healthy. But in people with 
kidney failure, the kidneys may not be able to remove extra amounts of 
this mineral, leading to health complications. In March 2024, AKF unveiled 
the “phosphorUs” educational awareness campaign to help people on 
dialysis manage their phosphorus levels through medication and diet. 
This campaign was made possible with support from Ardelyx, Inc.

TIME FOR ACTION
Equipping and empowering people with the tools they need to 
prioritize their kidney health and fight kidney disease is central to AKF’s 
mission. Enter our annual Kidney Action Week,® the nation’s only free 
online conference that brings together the entire kidney community—
from patients and caregivers to nephrologists (kidney doctors) and 
researchers—to help people with the condition live healthier, fuller lives. 
The five-day virtual event drew nearly 5,000 participants in 2024, and 
nearly 80,000 have viewed the archived sessions.
Kidney Action Week 2024 was made possible with support from Presenting Sponsor U.S. Renal Care; 
Event Sponsors Boehringer Ingelheim and Eli Lilly and Company and Travere Therapeutics, Inc.; 
Track Sponsor Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc., and Session Sponsors Ardelyx, Inc. and Aurinia 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

CONNECTING YOUNG KIDNEY PATIENTS
When you’re a child or teen with kidney disease, it can be hard 
to find someone who understands what you’re going through. 
AKF’s Camp Connections, formerly National Virtual Camp, is 
the only program of its kind for young kidney patients. The 
virtual camps create a space for children and their families 
to form essential bonds, with a healthy dose of fun from art 
classes, bingo games and more. In 2024, we brought on two 
new hospital partners, for a total of 14, and reached 155 
campers from 30 states. 
Camp Connections is made possible with support from the American Legion 
Foundation, Amgen, Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc., the Schattner Foundation 
and the Truist Charitable Fund (a donor-advised fund at The Winston-Salem 
Foundation). 

Learn more and support Camp Connections at  
KidneyFund.org/Camp-Connections
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FIGHTING FOR KIDNEY HEALTH FOR ALL
AKF is working to change the role of race and ethnicity in kidney disease 
with Kidney Health for All™. This initiative builds effective solutions to 
help Americans prevent and manage the disease, access home dialysis 
and transplants, participate in clinical trials and more—no matter where 
they live, what language they speak or the color of their skin.
In 2024, we launched an ambitious national media campaign to generate 
greater awareness of kidney disease in eight U.S. markets with high 
populations of Black and Hispanic/Latino Americans, the two groups most 
disproportionately affected by kidney failure. The multimedia campaign 
reached people with a critical message: Get your kidneys checked to 
prevent or slow kidney disease. 
AKF’s third annual Dialysis at Home virtual summit on Oct. 3 brought 
together more than 700 people with late-stage chronic kidney disease 
to learn more, so they can make informed decisions about their kidney 
care. We also released Your Guide to Kidney Transplant, a curated toolkit 
to help patients, especially in underserved communities, access the best 
treatment for kidney failure. 
Kidney Health for All is made possible with support from Presenting Sponsors Boehringer Ingelheim, 
Eli Lilly and Company and Vertex Pharmaceuticals, and Equity Sponsors AstraZeneca, Merck, Otsuka 
America Pharmaceutical, Inc., Sanofi and Travere Therapeutics.

POWER IN PARTNERSHIP
AKF fights kidney disease on all fronts, but we never fight alone. We are 
proud to work with dozens of local organizations that share our goals and 
values to amplify our national reach, especially among communities with 
large health disparities.
Our new partnership with Washington, DC-based Food & Friends helps 
people in the nation’s capital manage kidney disease and live healthier, 
more fulfilling lives. Through this collaboration, AKF offers valuable 
resources such as financial assistance for health care expenses and 
educational materials on kidney health, while Food & Friends provides 
residents with home-delivered, medically tailored meals and nutrition 
counseling to support healthy food choices.

AT-RISK COMMUNITIES

Join the fight at KidneyHealthforAll.org

Kidney disease is one of our nation’s most pressing health challenges. And while every community needs reliable information about 
kidney disease, some areas are more affected than others due to complex social determinants of health and other factors. 
Together with our partners, the American Kidney Fund reaches deep into these U.S. communities, combining awareness and 
education with a personal touch to help reduce health disparities.

Reaching
REACHING AT-RISK COM

M
UNITIES
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I USED [THE ACE AWARD] 

FUNDING TO HOLD AN EVENT 

AT MY CHURCH, WHERE I TOLD 

PEOPLE ABOUT MY JOURNEY 

WITH KIDNEY DISEASE AND 

DISCUSSED HOW WE CAN 

IMPROVE KIDNEY AWARENESS 

IN OUR COMMUNITY. … THANKS 

TO AKF, I FEEL I CAN MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE. 

AKF Ambassador Artise Carr, Massachusetts
”

“
MOBILIZING THE KIDNEY COMMUNITY
When it comes to improving health, the messenger matters. AKF’s 
innovative Kidney Health Coach® program equips health professionals 
and everyday people to deliver culturally relevant information about 
preventing and managing kidney disease in their communities. The KHC 
Health Equity Grant goes even further, deepening our reach into areas 
often overlooked in kidney health education. 
In 2024, AKF awarded a second round of grants to 29 Kidney Health 
Coaches and four organizations, including:

	� The Kidney Champion Foundation, which offers free kidney health 
education workshops in community settings and online.

	� KDSAP at the University of Southern California, which will soon roll 
out scientific experiments to engage elementary and middle school 
students in kidney health awareness.

	� Pine Bluff (AR) Chapter of the Links, Inc., whose goal is to spread aware-
ness about chronic kidney disease prevention in Black communities.

Getting the Word Out
AKF Ambassadors are another group of trusted messengers in their 
home communities. This year, we gave out 10 Ambassador Community 
Engagement (ACE) Awards so they could conduct educational outreach 
on kidney disease, including rare kidney diseases. From in-person 
seminars to podcasts, our Ambassadors are  
brimming with creative ideas.
We also trained advocates to share 
their stories with policymakers, 
health care providers and the 
public, bringing attention 
to health disparities and 
helping to shape 
policies and laws that 
will improve health 
outcomes for people 
with kidney disease.

Join the Kidney Health Coach team at  
KidneyFund.org/Kidney-Health-Coach
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WE DON’T JUST BELIEVE IN KIDNEY HEALTH FOR ALL. 
WE WORK FOR IT.

90% 
of Kidney Health Coach 

event attendees reported 
they plan to take steps to 

keep their kidneys healthy.

38 
AKF received 38 excellence 

awards in 2024 for our 
patient-friendly education 

campaigns, engaging 
videos, Kidney Health For 

All website and more.

100 million+ 
In its first year, the bilingual 

Kidney Health for All 
national media campaign 
surpassed 100 million+ 

impressions with 60,000+ 
clicks to our website. 
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A LEGACY OF IMPROVING PATIENT CARE
For decades, AKF has invested in brilliant minds and new ideas to take 
kidney disease prevention, diagnosis and treatment to the next level. Amid 
a national shortage of nephrology researchers, our prestigious fellowship 
program attracts talented scientists in the early stages of their careers, 
then gives them the funding to explore what’s next in kidney care. 
Many of today’s leaders in the field credit AKF for kickstarting 
their research career, with a number of former fellows conducting 
groundbreaking research that advanced knowledge and treatment of 
kidney disease.

In 2024, AKF awarded Clinical Scientist in 
Nephrology fellowships to: 

	� Dr. Kavita Mistry, a nephrology fellow at 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, who 
will use cutting-edge single cell sequencing 
technologies to gain insights into the initial 
events that lead to kidney inflammation in 
acute interstitial nephritis (ICI-AIN). 

	� Dr. Marcelle Tuttle, a first-year fellow 
in the Tufts Medical Center Division 
of Nephrology, who will focus on the 
development of pulmonary hypertension in 
patients with chronic kidney disease. 

HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS 
AND RESEARCHERS
Scientific and medical professionals are on the front lines of advancing kidney care. Your support makes it possible for the 
American Kidney Fund to equip health care professionals with evidence-based continuing education so they can provide the very 
best care to their patients. We also support early-career scientists who choose to pursue clinical nephrology research. 

Reaching

Help us sustain a promising research  
pipeline at KidneyFund.org/CSN
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VENTURING INTO THE UNKNOWN
In 2024, AKF ramped up the Unknown Causes of Kidney Disease 
(UCKD) Project® to improve our understanding of how undiagnosed or 
misdiagnosed causes of kidney disease directly impact patient care and 
outcomes. We urged health care professionals to consider the wide range 
of possible causes of kidney disease and empowered patients to pursue 
an accurate diagnosis to inform appropriate, personalized treatment.
The fifth UCKD Summit in September convened 100 medical leaders, 
patient advocates and academic and industry leaders to further explore 
how the kidney community can drive innovation in research, diagnosis and 
treatment of the underlying causes of kidney disease. 
The Unknown Causes of Kidney Disease project is made possible with support from Title Sponsors 
Novartis and Travere Therapeutics; Leadership Sponsors Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. and Vertex 
Pharmaceuticals; and Champion Sponsors Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Boehringer Ingelheim, Natera, 
Novo Nordisk and Sanofi.

SINCE 1989, AKF HAS AWARDED 
NEARLY $6 MILLION IN GRANTS TO 
50+ RESEARCHERS THROUGH THE 
CLINICAL SCIENTIST IN NEPHROLOGY 
PROGRAM.
AKF’s Clinical Scientist in Nephrology program is made possible with 
support from Akebia Therapeutics, Inc. and the Hearst Foundations.

As Kevin Schnurr knows all too well, 
knowledge is power.
He was suddenly diagnosed with kidney failure at age 26 and received 
a donated kidney from his best friend a couple of years later. The root 
cause: Alport syndrome, a rare genetic disease that causes kidney disease  
as well as hearing loss, eye problems and blood in the urine that can only 
be seen under a microscope. Kevin had experienced health issues for 
most of his life, never knowing they stemmed from kidney disease.
A member of the UCKD Project since 2020, Kevin fights for genetic 
testing that would allow others with kidney disease to land a 
proper diagnosis, join clinical trials, find potential living 
donor matches and more. He joined the UCKD Summit in 
September 2024 as a speaker and moderator. 
“[Patient advocates and scientific and medical experts] 
were on equal footing as far as sharing our input on 
how we can improve patient outcomes,” said Kevin, who 
works professionally in the kidney disease advocacy 
space. “That level of collaboration was inspiring and 
really, really special. I commend [AKF] for putting the 
mission first always and bringing together the 
right people.”
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A POWERFUL, UNITED VOICE
Advocacy is not only essential for improving the lives of those who have 
kidney disease today—it’s key to prevention and early detection tomorrow. 
Together with our nationwide Advocacy Network of over 36,000 
Ambassadors, we work with Congress, the administration, federal 
agencies, state governments and other organizations to bolster access  
to health care and strengthen quality of care. 
In 2024, AKF rallied support for federal legislation to improve the lives of 
people with kidney disease and living organ donors, including the Chronic 
Kidney Disease Improvement in Research and Treatment Act, the Access 
to Genetic Counselors Act, and the Living Donor Protection Act. 
We also helped pass 11 state bills to support living donors, secure 
insurance coverage of biomarker testing and expand Medigap to  
Medicare beneficiaries with kidney failure under age 65.

THE GIFT OF A LIFETIME
Living kidney donation can help overcome the severe shortage of donor 
organs. However, where you live greatly impacts your ability to save a life. 
AKF has long championed legislation that lowers barriers for living donors, 
such as financial strain, job insecurity and insurance discrimination.
Our annual State of the States: Living Donor Protection Report Card® tracks 
our nation’s progress toward achieving those important protections. The 
current C grade spotlights the urgent need for reform, and we won’t stop 
fighting until the nation earns an A.

A Night for Hope
Our annual gala, The Hope Affair,® honors the patients, policymakers, advocates and dedicated 
supporters who give us hope that we can achieve a world without kidney disease. Our 
2024 gala was no different—an evening full of moving stories, meaningful connections and 
energizing speakers, including actor and author Steve Guttenberg, who cared for his father 
through dialysis treatments. AKF 2024 Hero of Hope Chet Alan Bennett accepted his award 
for helping others with kidney disease stay healthy through delicious, nutritious food and other 
forms of support. Thank you for your profound passion!

THE ENTIRE NATION
While the American Kidney Fund is proud to make a direct impact on individuals with kidney disease, we also drive change on a 
national scale. With your support, we convene stakeholders to promote the information, laws and policies that will lead to real 
change for people with and at risk for kidney disease and their families.
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UPHOLDING OUR COMMUNITY
At AKF, we believe in the power of personal stories 
to shine a light on invisible conditions like kidney 
disease and to destigmatize treatments like dialysis 
and transplants. This year, we hosted several events 
centered around some of the most pressing issues 
facing the kidney community.

	� The Kidney Action Summit on May 15 convened 
37 AKF Ambassadors from 22 states and other 
stakeholders to urge Congress to support 
legislation to protect living donors, ensure 
appropriate reimbursement for quality care  
and improve patient access to innovative drugs, 
technology and innovations along the kidney  
care continuum.

	� Sept. 18 marked our first Rare Kidney Disease 
Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill with 23 patient 
advocates from 17 states. AKF’s Rare Kidney 
Disease Advocacy Network (RKDAN), launched in 
June 2024, ensures the voices of people fighting 
rare kidney diseases are heard and amplified. 
RKDAN’s nearly 150 members work with AKF to 
advocate at the federal and state levels and inform 
new educational resources. 
RKDAN is made possible with support from Novartis, Otsuka America 
Pharmaceutical, Inc. and Travere Therapeutics. 

	� On Nov. 19, AKF’s second Patient Access Initiative 
(PAI) Summit brought together the best minds to 
source solutions for making kidney health care 
more accessible and affordable. 
The PAI Summit is made possible with support from Leadership 
Sponsors Travere Therapeutics, Novartis and CSL Vifor, and Supporting 
Sponsors Amgen and Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
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Advocating for herself—and her people
AKF Ambassador Katie Hallum has been forever changed by her 
experience with kidney disease.
Katie developed IgA nephropathy (IgAN), a rare form of the disease, 
at age 18. It wasn’t long before she required dialysis and a life-saving 
kidney transplant. She came by her new kidney in a most unusual way: 
Making a TikTok video using the “You have something I want” line from 
“The Mandalorian.” 
Katie’s humorous post caught the eye of then-22-year-old nursing 
student Savannah Stallbaumer. Savannah wondered if she could help 
this complete stranger by becoming a living donor. They were a match, 
and the kidney transplant surgery was performed in August 2023.
Today, 23-year-old Katie is living an ambitious life only made possible 
by her kidney transplant. She graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma (OU) in May 2024 and relishes her job as an Indigenous 
Affairs Reporter for the NPR affiliate in Oklahoma City. (Katie is part 
Cherokee and Quapaw.) She volunteers at OU Children’s Hospital and 
touches base with Savannah weekly. “She’s my sister at this point,” 
Katie said of her living donor.
In fall 2025, Katie will head to the OU College of Law. She plans to use 
her law degree to fight for health care access for Native Americans, 
who have exceptionally high rates of diabetes and end-stage renal 
disease. 
Katie has shared her remarkable story at several AKF events and in 
a video for AKF’s Know Your Cause webpage, and most recently was 
the recipient of a Carolyn Wilson Dialysis Patient Scholarship, which 
provides support for people with kidney failure living in Arkansas, 
Louisiana and Oklahoma to further their education or vocational 
training as part of an effort to initiate, maintain or resume employment 
and independent living.

[BEING AN AKF AMBASSADOR] 

MEANS BEING AN ADVOCATE FOR 

MY PEOPLE. IT MEANS BEING 

AN ADVOCATE FOR THE KIDNEY 

COMMUNITY. IT MEANS BEING 

AN ADVOCATE FOR 

HEALTH EQUITY 

FOR ALL. 

AKF Ambassador  
Katie Hallum

“

”

Join our Advocacy Network at 
KidneyFund.org/advocacy
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https://KidneyFund.org/advocacy
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48 
working in 48 states and 

Washington, DC

846 
meetings held with  

elected officials

34,214 
emails sent to  

elected officials

2024 BY THE NUMBERS
AKF AMBASSADORS IN ACTION
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Driving Early Detection for AMKD
April 30, 2024, was an important milestone: the very first national 
APOL1-Mediated Kidney Disease (AMKD) Awareness Day.® AKF is 
leading efforts to raise awareness about this rapidly progressive form of 
genetic kidney disease that impacts people of West and Central African 
descent. The best way to manage AMKD is to detect it early, and this day 
is all about becoming “APOL1 aware” and learning your risk.
We conducted a multimedia awareness campaign; led a livestreamed 
panel; hosted a roundtable and policy discussion on Capitol Hill; 
created a downloadable toolkit to help people spread the word about 
AMKD; worked with social media influencers and trusted Ambassadors 
to reach more communities; and more.
AMKD Awareness Day is made possible thanks to leadership support from Vertex Pharmaceuticals, 
and additional support from Natera.

YOUR GENES ARE A STORY … 

MAKE APOL1 FAMOUS— 

BECAUSE THE WHOLE WORLD 

NEEDS TO KNOW.

– Emani McConnell-Brent, diagnosed with AMKD at age 18
”

“

Become APOL1 aware at  
KidneyFund.org/AMKD-Awareness-Day
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https://KidneyFund.org/AMKD-Awareness-Day


2.6 million
reached with the 

#APOL1Aware hashtag

12
governor-issued state proclamations 

1,000
toolkit downloads

20,000
views of the campaign landing page

24
TV and radio interviews for  

20 million impressions

2024 BY THE NUMBERS
1ST AMKD AWARENESS DAY
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
Fiscal Year January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES	
PUBLIC SUPPORT AND OTHER REVENUE
Contributions	 $289,578,911
Planned Giving	           3,878,950
In-kind Contributions	              906,510
Other Income	           9,822,083
Total Support and Revenue	  $304,186,454

EXPENSES	
Direct Patient Aid	 $261,697,470
Education, Advocacy, and Outreach	         19,290,593
Research 	              445,293
Fundraising	           8,184,582
Management and General	           4,052,310
Total Expenses	  $293,670,248

Change in Net Assets	  $10,516,206

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
ASSETS
Cash	 $130,678,653
Investments	 $32,852,720
Contribution Receivables, net	           3,101,781
Furniture and Equipment, net	              775,339
Right of Use Asset	           6,262,851
Other Assets	           1,871,827
Total Assets	  $175,543,171

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses	 $3,285,491
Lease Liability	 $6,262,851
Annuities Payable	              131,604
Other Liabilities	              948,972
Total Liabilities	  $10,628,918

NET ASSETS
Without Donor Restrictions-Undesignated	 $83,037,350
Without Donor Restrictions-Board Designate	         75,443,000
With Donor Restrictions	           6,433,903
Total Net Assets	  $164,914,253

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	  $175,543,171

A complete copy of the audited financial statements is available upon request from the 
American Kidney Fund, 11921 Rockville Pike, Suite 300, Rockville, MD, 20852, or on our 
website at KidneyFund.org.

Expenses

96% Patient Aid and Programs

3% Fundraising

1% Management and General
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Adstra	
Akebia Therapeutics, Inc.	
Alexion, AstraZeneca Rare Disease
Alnylam Pharmaceuticals, Inc.	
Ambridge Partners, LLC	
American Kidney Services, Inc.
American Society of 

Nephrology	
Amgen, Inc.	
ANI Pharmaceuticals, Inc.	
Apellis Pharmaceuticals, Inc.	
ARC Excess and Surplus, LLC	
Ardelyx, Inc.	
Argenx	
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP
Atlantic Union Bank	
Aurinia Pharmaceuticals	
Avalere Health, LLC	
Balboa Health	
Bank of America Charitable Gift 

Fund	
Bargain Hunters Thrift Stores	
Bayer Healthcare 

Pharmaceuticals	
Bethesda Lodge	
Biotechnology Innovation 

Organization	
BlinkRX	
Boehringer Ingelheim	
Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Calliditas Therapeutics	
CareDx, Inc.	
CARS, Inc.	
Cass Information Systems, Inc.
Chenega EH&F

Citizens Bank Wealth 
Management	

Clinical Education Alliance/
Clinical Care Options	

CMI Communications	
ColorNet Printing & Graphics	
Corcentric, LLC	
CorMedix	
Cresaptown Fraternal Order of 

Eagles	
CSL Vifor	
Cullen and Dykman LLP	
DaVita Healthcare Partners, Inc.
Eisai USA	
Federal Street Strategies LLC	
Flushing Bank	
Fresenius Medical Care North 

America - Corporate
Google, Inc.	
Grand Aerie Faternal Order of 

Eagles	
GSK	
Hager Sharp, Inc.	
Hansa Biopharma	
HI-Bio	
Interactive Strategies	
JPA Health Communications	
King & Spalding LLP	
Kirkland & Ellis LLP	
Latham & Watkins LLP	
Maze Therapeutics	
Merck	
Moderna, Inc.	
Mutual of America	
Natera	
Northern Trust Company	

Northleaf Capital Partners	
Novartis Pharmaceuticals 

Corporation	
Novo-Nordisk of North America, Inc.
OPKO Health - Renal Division	
Orases	
Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, 

Inc.	
Pfizer, Inc.	
PhRMA	
PicnicHealth	
PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP	
PSG Central	
Ridgewells Catering	
Right Advisory LLC	
Rosa May Griffin Foundation	
Sanofi-Genzyme	
SB & Company, LLC	
SPG Fiduciary Partners of 

Raymond James	
Spherix Global Insights	
SplitOak Strategies LLC	
Square, Inc.	
Sterling Risk	
The Choice, Inc.	
The RKD Group	
Think Out Loud	
Travere Therapeutics, Inc.	
Unicycive Therapeutics, Inc.	
US Renal Care, Inc.	
Vera Therapeutics	
Vertex Pharmaceuticals	
Woodberry Associates	
Young Contracting Company 

Foundation, Inc.

CORPORATE PARTNERS
Thank you to our Corporate Partners who supported AKF in 2024.

FOUNDATION PARTNERS
The following foundations supported the programs and services of the 
American Kidney Fund with generous contributions in 2024.

Alpenglow Foundation
A-Mark Foundation
American Legion Child Welfare 

Foundation
Annabelle Foundation
Arthur M. Gutterman Trust 
Cavanaugh Family Foundation 
Charles J. Schwab Foundation, Inc.  
David B. Costa Private Foundation 
Dr. H. Harvey Koenig Foundation, Inc. 
Foundation For Kidney Patients GE 
Aerospace Foundation
Give Lively Foundation, Inc. Grace 
Family Foundation
J and K Private Family Foundation, 

Inc.
Jeremy Yeh Fund
Ma Charity Fund 
Metropoulos Family Foundation 
Paul and Pearl Caslow Foundation 
Philene Foundation
Robert I. Schattner Foundation, Inc. 
Rosa May Griffin Foundation
Stu & Sara Curtis Charitable Fund

The Gene & Marlene Epstein 
Humanitarian Fund	

The H&R Feinberg Family 
Foundation

The Harold and Nancy Abrams 
Family Foundation Inc.

The Ina Kay Foundation
The Lazzara Family Foundation
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus 

Foundation, Inc.
The Merlin and Verna Manatt 

Family Foundation
The Oyama Family Foundation
The Saint Paul Foundation
The Sandra Atlas Bass and Edythe 

and Sol Atlas Fund
The Sexton Family Foundation
The Titmus Foundation, Inc.
The Wasily Family Foundation
The Wong Family Trust	
Truist Foundation
USRC Be a Champion Foundation
Young Contracting Company 

Foundation Inc.
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CIRCLE OF CHAMPIONS
Members of the Circle of Champions have made a minimum annual investment of $1,000 in the American Kidney Fund. These gifts represent a steadfast commitment to the patients we serve, 
and we are grateful for their support.

A

A. Everett & Ruth E. Rosen 
Foundation

Billye S. Aaron
Paul A. Abraham, MD
Jayne E. Abshire
Kathy Adams
Adeline Graber Memorial Fund
Geeta N. Ahya
Sandra F. Albert
Pamela Albright, RN
Susan Allan and Agnes Reading
Margaret Allen
Steven D. Alley
Lance Alonzo
Lloyd H. Alterman, MD
Minas Amaxilatis
John Amick
Mercedes N. Amin
Amy S. Platnick Charitable  

Giving Fund
Barbara Anderson
John Antonuk and Virginia Lowe
Fredrica Applebaum
Stella Archuleta
Paul J. and Angela D. Armstrong
Joan C. Arndorfer
Jennifer M. Arsenault
Barbara Arzonetti
Jerilyn Asher
Edward Atkins
Bernadette Augustinack
Robert Azarow
Evan P. Azus

B

Johanna Babiak
Matthew and Stephanie Bacak
Abhishek Bahl
Oliver Bailly

Dolores Baird
Ballard Family Trust
Charles Baker
Damon W. and Ann Baker
Thomas and Jennifer U. Baker
David Ballain
Bank of America Charitable  

Gift Fund
Aparna A. Banka
Vinod K. Bansal, MD and  

Promilla K. Bansal
William Barnett
Rachel Barnwell
Mary Barrett
Christopher G. Batterton
Joyce Baughman
Imad Bedros
Jonathan Been
Paul F. Benamy
Jessy Bennett
Tyler Bennett
Joseph and Adrienne E. Berger
Nancy H. Berggren
Solomon Berhe
Mark Berntsen
Dr. Annette Beyer-Mears
Laura A. Bieling
Terence Bischoff
Lloyd W. Bleich
Michael Blitzer
Megan Blohowiak
Herbert D. Blom
Ellen Blum
Holly A. Bode
Nancy Boedeker
Gregory Bonnett
Rodney Bonton
Boston Foundation
Robert Boyle
Maria Boyol
Christie Bradley

Lester Branson
Faith Branvold
Joanna Bratt
Kathy D. Bratt
Rosella Braxton
Sharon Breitschwerdt
Cynthia Brenner
Lawrence P. Bressler, MD
Lloyd Brewer
Kenneth R. Bridges, MD
Carol Brigian
Peter Brod
Oliver T. Brooks, MD
Rosalyn P. Brown
Dr. Joel Brunt
Karen R. Brustman
Jeff and Bethany Bucholtz
Bucks Creek Foundation
Tara Bunch
Theodore Bunnell
Shirley Burgett
Joan S. Burke
Dr. Steven Burke
Allen M. and Jean Burns
LaVarne A. Burton
Lawrence P. Bush
Barbara Butcher
John P. and Dorothy Butler

C

Carol E. Cabrera
Robert Cahill
Andrew Cannella
Wayne Cao
The Cappa Family
Doyle E. Carlton
Sally Carrubba
Tiia Carswell
Gary Cartright
Mary Caruso
Roger D. Cash

German Castano
Frank Castellano
Mary R. Caulfield
Margaret Cavenagh
Richard L. and Carol E. Chadakoff
Warren Chang
William Chang, MD, PhD
Dennis A. Charette
A. M. Charitab
Sandra G. Chase
Chenega EH&F
Chicago Community Foundation
Janet Chin
Randolph F. Christen
Matthew Christensen
Roger and Katie Christensen
Dean Chynoweth
LaRain A. Cikota-Renz
Gerald Clark
Ruth E. Clausen
Anne Cleveland
Coby/Rasfeld Giving Fund
Sheila S. Cochran
Charles M. and Terry Cohler
Victoria T. Colebank
Sheryl Colton
Maxine Colvin
Susan W. Conkey
Daniel O. and Deborah Conkle
Glenn N. Connolly
Elizabeth A. Conroy
Lillian J. Cooper
Roland Coronado
Shery Cotton
Lavell Craven
Douglas and Lyn Crompton
Crum & Forster
John W. Culbreath
Herman Curiel, PhD

D

Douglas Dalton
Taruna N. Damani
Catherine D’Amico
Elinor R. D’Angio
John A. Danzi
Tonya Davies
Wallace Dawson, III
Vandana Deep
Defenbaugh Family Foundation
Ethan Deibert
Christopher Delorefice
Michael Destro
Dale Devene
Charles and Fran Devonshire
David Dick
Dudley G. Diebold
Linda M. DiMenna
Bill Dixon
Kaye Dixon
Ruth Dixon
Edward Dockens
Michael F. Dodd
Patricia F. Dodge
Robert Dompe
Andrew Don
Frederick and Carol Donovan
Lauren Doody
Cynthia A. Dorsey
Mary K. Downing
Michael E. Doyle
Carol Ducharme
Clydia C. Dudley
Gerard M. and Maryhelen Dumon
David Durst
Patricia F. Duryee

E

Dennis Eagan
Susan Eastwood
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Michael Edwards
Paul and Ann Edwards
William and Rebecca K. Edwards
Dennis Elam
Salaheldin Eldib
Diane Eldred
Fred and Joan E. Ellis
Mary A. Ellmer
Edwin J. Elton
Bill Emptage
Tina Eng
Ruth C. Engle
Carol A. Epstein
Kenneth A. and Carole H. Epstein
Joanne S. Esparza
John Estes
Wilmot J. and Linda J. Estes
Dr. Kenneth J. Evans
Sandra Evans
William Evans
Tia Ezell

F

Jean Faddis
Lauren Falcone
Thomas J. Fallon
Brent Ferrin
Joy Fett
Steve M. and Harriet Finkelstein
Michael Fischbach
Kim Fischer
Sandra Fishback
Clay Fitzimmons
Brian Flanigan
Akiva Flesher
Terri Flight
David Flohr
Cynthia M. Fogg
Norine B. Foley
Miriam Fond
John Fooks
Martin Forchheimer
Jefferson M. Ford
Anthony F. and Elaine Forgione
William M. and Dorothy L. Foster
Margaret Foust
Fowler Charitable Fund
Jacqueline T. Fowler
Pat D. Fox
Maureen N. Franco
Deborah S. Freedman

Shirley A. Frey
Joel and Sharon Friedman
Jon Friedman
Philip Friedmann
Mark Fritz
Janet Fry

G

Latisher Gaines
Brian Gale
Ira S. and Anna Galkin
Jan Gamboa
Nancy Gardner
Drew Garman
Jeffrey Gaskin
Paul Gauthier
Donald G. and Dora H. Gee, Sr.
Mike Genter
Sandra Gentry
Oren Gershon
Julie Gibson
Danette Giessuebel
John Gittings
Stephen Giumenta
Barbara E. Glasscock
Matt and Julia Glazier
Mitchell A. Glazier
Gloria Rosenzweig Revocable Trust
Clement L. and Nancy Glynn
Leslie F. Gold
Barbara G. Goldenberg
Dr. David H. Goldstein
Carol J. Golus
Mark and Kim Gonzales
Morris Goodman
Divya Gopal
Sheldon P. and Florence Gordon
Sophie Gorodetzky
Casey Gough
Marcus D. Gray
William R. and Crystal C. Graybeal
Jennie T. Green
John and Karen Green
Andrea L. Greenwood
Beverly Griesert
Jay M. and Marni Grossman
Groundswell Charitable 

Foundation
James Guertler
Steven Guttenberg

H

John G. Haberlin
Sandra Habets
Robert Hageman
Karen Hagen
Ray Hahn
Jay and Ann Hailey
Barry Hall
Gordon and Pauline Hall
Linda Halstead
Gary Hamilton
Donald Hammond
Adam D. Handwerker
Hank Moller Memorial
Kenneth L. and Jennifer Hankin
John F. Hanley, CFA
Lee Hansen
Sharon Hansen
Harbor One Bank
Gisela Harbs
Mark E. and Dieta L. Hardin
Gay Harlowe
William E. Harpel
Friedrich Harris, MD and  

Kathleen Harris
Joseph H. Harris, Jr.
Olivia Harrison
Jeff and Sally Harrold
William C. and Patricia C. Hatch
Marjorie Haun
Lavina Heitschmidt
Larry F. Hemken
Aron Henschel
Alexandra Hensinger
Judy Hertzberg
Kurt W. Hesebeck
Kevin L. and Patricia A. Hill
Michael Hill
Chris S. Hines
Kenneth Hinett
Craig Hinton
Robert H. Hintz
Dr. Sheldon M. and Linda F. Hirsch
Marcia Hochberg
Melinda L. Hockensmith, MD, FASN
Patricia Hodde
William S. and Jennifer L. 

Hoeynck
Stanley Hoffberger
John W. Hoffee
Bette G. Hoffman-Rutten

James Holland
Brian Holstein
Anthony Hook
Frances Hoopingarner
Phyllis Hoppert
Michael G. Horner
Halel Horowitz
Donna Howell
Ya L. Huang
Jane H. Hudis
Gerald Hughes
Ruth Hughes
Robert Huhta
Larry Humphrey
Dorothy H. Hunter
Craig Hurwitz
Donald Husmann

I

Maryann Iannuzzo
Margaret K. Ina

J

Nancy Jackson
John Jacobs
Bruce Jacobson
Delores Jacoby
Neill Jakobe
Kenneth V. Jarus
Douglas Jefferson
Zach Jeffery
Jeffrey and Karrie VandenBerge 

Charitable Trust
Jeremy Yeh Fund
Dr. Ralph A. and Mary M. Johnnie
Dorothy Johnson
Linda Johnston
Kathryn Joiner-Knuppe
Jimmy Jones
Charlotte Jones-Burton, MD
Lawrence Jordan
Wendy A. Jordan
Joe Judge

K

Jean Kadela
Bruce and Marcia Kading
Scott T. Kameg
Ronda Kanne
Henry and Rita Kaplan
Rosemary Karaka

Jerry Karnes
Henry Karraker
John S. Kaupp
Thomas Kearns
Warren C. Keinath
Dennis Kelleher
William Kelly
Paul Keroack
Harry C. Ketts, III
Eugene Khavinson
George Kibler and  

Barbara L. Cordell
Rob King
Mary M. Kintigh
Joseph Klevorn
Evan Kluge
Marion Klupka
Susan M. Koehne
Carol K. Kohama
Lester and Wanda Koryczan
Sherry Krausch
Anthony and Connie Kreif
Joseph R. Kretz, Jr.
Robert Krieger
Fred Krimm
Edward Krug, III
Larry W. Kruse
Jerry and Cheryl Kuhn
Peter Kunstadter
Richard Kuramoto
Kurtz Family Foundation
Thomas Kutis, III

L

Patricia Laclaire
Bill Laine
Kenneth and Judy Landeck
Lydia H. Landesberg
Roy Landesberg
Stuart and Caitlin Landesberg
Richard Lang
Leonard Lauder
Daniel H. Law
Donna M. Lawall
Carol Lawler
Roberta Lawrence
Mitsuki Laycock
Carolyn Lee
Chester Lee
Lee and Carol Tager Family 

Foundation
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Lee and Cecilia Sandwen Fund
Shirley P. Lee
Thomas Lee
Shirley Legette
Leonard E. Zedeck Charitable 

Foundation
Justin Lepley
Thomas Lervik
Charles A. Leslie, Jr.
Bruce Leu
Kathy A. Levenberg
Constance Levine
Aimee Lewis
Christopher Lewis
John C. and Jean E. Lewis
Joy Lewis
Lewis & Minta Wood Charitable 

Foundation
Emily Li
Kaming Li
Patricia Licurse
Richard Lieberman and  

Helene Weisz
Robert J. Lindberg
Peter G. Linde
Dr. Jeffrey Liss
Karl Littleton
Janet Lonney
John Lonski
Robert Loughney
Karina Lowell
John C. Lu
Marciana Lucena
Cherie Luckoff
Christoph H. and Emily Luebbering
Cheryl Luevane
Cindy Lumpkin
Barbara W. Lundberg
Jeffrey C. Lyman
Cecille Lynch

M

Ma Charity Fund
Marvin Maas
Michelle L. Maerk
Magdsick
Nalini Mahajan
Maninder and Jasbir Hora 

Foundation
Thomas Manley
Cynthia Marker
Ruth Marsden

Kenneth D. and Kathleen M. Marshall
Marilu Marshall
Ellen W. Martin
Enedina Martinez
Muriel Mason
Nancy Massa
Susan Massano
Pearl Masters
Brian Matchley
Sumith A. Mathew
John Matone
Evelyn M. McCarthy
Thomas McClellan
Thomas McConnell, Jr.
James M. McCormack
Willow McGregor
Diantha McJilton
John McKibben
Eralyn McLarty
David H. McLellan
McNabb Foundation
Kerry McNair
George and Pamela W. McNamara
William H. McVey
Mario Melchor
Larry Methvin
John Meyer
Donald Middleton, Jr.
Kenneth M. Mihalka
Paul Miles
Jed Millburn
Dorie Miller
Ernest Miller
Dr. Michael Miller
Paul L. and Valerie Miller
Milton James Foundation
David C. and Cynthia A. Mirsky
William C. and Frances 

Misenheimer
Anil and Chetna Mital
Stuart and Janice Mitcham
David L. Mitchell
William Mitchell
Robert C. and Julie W. Moesta
David Mohren
Edward Monie
Sally Moody
A. Mooney
Daniel Moore
Michael Moore
Sandra G. Moos
Joseph Morganti, Jr.

Alan and Jennifer Morris
David Morss
George Moser
Walter S. and Edie Mossberg
David Mossman
Sasidhar Mukkamala
Julie A. Mulkey
Dale Munn
Larry and Linda Mura
Raymond T. and Veronica Murphy
Siobhan Murphy
Valerie Murphy

N

Satnam Narang
Steve Nelson
Mary Nelums
Michael A. Newcomb
Ray and Nylene J. Newkirk
Kent Nicholson
Maura Nicolosi, Esq.
Silas P. Norman, MD, MPH
David Nussbaum
Lee Nussbaum
Roger D. and Joyce M. Nussbaum
John Nusz
Annette Nygard

O

Fred A. Obannion
Dan O’Beirn
Joshua O’Brien
Karin O’Brien
Brian O’Connor
Gregory Odhner
Helen O’Dowd
Jonathan Ogilvie
Daniel Oliver
Kathleen O’Malley
Michele R. O’Neal
Gordon and Lillian O’Neil
Rosemary O’Neil
Eliot Ostrow
Richard Ourand

P

Pacific Life Foundation
Edward Pahl
Ernest Painter
Charles J. Palazzotto
James Palmer
Mary A. Palmquist

Mark Pancoast
J. R. Pandian
Dennis and Joanne Paradise
Pardo Family Fund
Jim and Marie Parks
Dennis M. Patterson
Patterson Charitable Lead  

Annuity Trust
Patty and Paul Walnick  

Charitable Fund
Joanna Pawlowska
James W. Payne
Joyce Pazianos
David and Ricki L. Pearl
Jeffrey S. Pearson, CFA
Michael Peck
Irene Pecuszok
Gianpietro Peora
Margaret Pepe
Nicholas Pepe
Mary Peraza
Oscar Perretta
Cheryl L. Peterson
LeAnn Peterson
John Petitto
Walter R. Petree
Dorothy Pfuhl
Thanh K. Pham
Camille Phillips
Patrick P. Pilosi
Carlos Pineiro
Sabra Pitler
Roger E. Podesta
Anthony E. Pogodzinski
Christopher Polechronis
Gary Pomeroy
Angela Pompey
Denise Ponzetti
Michael R. and Randi Potack
Sally H. Price
Al Pugsley
Cheryl E. Purcell
Joretta Purdue
Thomas O. Putnam
Julianne Puzzo

Q

Judith J. Queitzsch

R

James Rabiola
Betty J. Ramsey

Nicole Randall
Terrie L. Ray
Margaret Raymond
Nazma Razzak
David W. Record
Donald I. and Lacinda Reed
Cheryl A. Reh
Rita Reibman
Michael Reid
Barbra Reinecke
Cynthia Reinke
Francis E. Reisch
Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation Inc
John C. and Diane L. Render
Julie Reppas
Jose Requejo
Jim Resch
Richard E. and Diane M. Rhinehart
Lori Ridgely
John D. Ring, CPA
John Roberts
Jennifer E. and Kevin F. Robinson
Linda Roderick
Bridget Roots
Linda Ross
Roberta Ross
Susan Roth
M. and Irene Rothberg
Roger Roudebush
Paulette Rowan
Mary Louise Rozansky
Dennis T. Ruddy
Sandra Ruscetti
Bruce M. and Betty J. Russell
Carol Russell

S

Shiraz Saeed
Van Saguiguit
Margaret Saito
Wayne Salkowitz
Lucas Salvage
Jordan Sanders
Sanderson Foundation
Michael A. Sandifer
Michael Scanlon
Michael Schantz
Steven J. Scher
Verema Schiess
Jan C. and Donna Schilling
Robert Schmitt

24



Albert H. Schneckloth
Patricia Schoch
Jay Schoenberg
Robert Scholtens
Lawrence D. Schonhofen and  

Ruth F. Anderson
Wanda Schrank
Leonard and Celia Schuchman
John M. Schultz
William J. Schuyler
Judy R. Schwartz
Sheri Schwartz
Tracy Schwimmer
Wendy Scripps
Guy W. Sellars
William J. and Gale L. Senn
Erlinda Sevilla
Helen Shan
Julie Shaperman
Dawn Sharifan
Bill and Karen Shaw
Randall C. Shealy
Helen Shepherd
Manish Sheth
Beth E. Shewski
Jacqueline Shipchandler
Sibley Family Foundation
Clinton A. Short
Jonathan Short
Martha Shuttlesworth
Wayne A. Siebert
Iris L. Siegel
Robert Sievers
Silicon Valley Community 

Foundation
Sarah Silverman
Anthony Simeone
Gary and Wendy S. Simon
Elsie Simpson
Robert L. Sinclair
Michael J. Sivo and  

Sherry George-Sivo
Sarah Siwik
Susan Slaymaker
Maraline Slovut
Carol D. Smith
Cynthia Smith
James Smith
Kathleen Smith
Kenneth E. Smith
Margaret Smith
Richard Smith

Rosmarie Smith
Beth E. Armbruster and  

Stephen R. Smith, MD, MHS
Jody A. Smyers
Randy Socol
Santosh Sodhi
Mark Soukhovitski
Max and Karen Sovell
Nickolas Spagnolo, Jr.
Speaking of Science
Rodger Spencer
Jennifer Sperlazza
Michael D. Spigler, MCHES
Katie B. Spillane, CPA
Kenneth F. Spitler
Carole Stafford
Vera R. Stano
Margaret B. Staples
Melvin Stapleton
Judith D. Steacy
Geoffrey Stein
Thomas Stevens
Campbell Steward
Emily Stoll
Sherry Stolzenberg
Margaret Stout
Dennis Stover
S. A. Strickland
Marshall Strisik
James Strong
Tressa Strudwick
Paul Strzegowski
Stu & Sara Curtis Charitable Fund
Loretta Stuart
Louis Sturniolo
Leanne Sullivan
Bonnie S. Surber
Jerry Sustala
David M. Sutton
Marlene Suvada
John Svoboda
John Swanson
Dona Szymaszek

T

Mike Tadin
James and Jean Tam
Voss Taylor
William and Donna Teat
Mark A. Teel
Neeraj Telhan
Krishnapil Thavarajah

The Carruth Family Charitable 
Fund

The Dittrich Family Charitable  
Gift Fund

The Eric and Joan Norgaard 
Charitable Trust

The Jewish Community 
Foundation, Inc.

The John A Rodger Jr  
Foundation Inc

The Rhodes Family Trust
The Sciortino Foundation
The Seabird Foundation
The Turlington Family  

Charitable Foundation
The Wong Family Trust
Jeff Thiesen
Allen Thomas
Chris and Karen Thompson
Harry S. Thomson
Bobbie Thornburg
Raymond W. Tobias
Theresa Tom
Raymond M. and  

Nita M. Tomlinson
Rich Tomlinson
Arleen C. Torkelson
Domingo Torrens
Heriberto J. Torres
Edward Toth, Jr.
TowerCares Foundation
Michael W. Towson
Edwin C. Trisler
Frances Trott
Terry Troupe
Patricia Troy
Kevin Tubridy
Barbara Tucci
Virginia B. Turba
Melanie J. Turieo
Nabila Turjman
Paul and Carolyn Turner
Tracy Turner
Emily Tyree

U

Jocelyn Uhls

V

Gloria D. Valdespino
Peg Van Buskirk
Diane Van Dusen

Robert Van Iten
Frederick Vanderbilt
Priscilla VanderVeer
Venable
Dr. Joseph A. and Emma F. Veys
Grant Vicknair
Michael Vogel
Dan Volkema

W

Gary Wachtel
Gerald and Carol A. Wahlenmayer
Chad Wakefield
Barron S. Wall
Martha S. Wall
Jo-Anne Wallace
Jane Walsh
Pat Walsh
Virginia H. Wang
Elizabeth A. Washburn
Charles E. Washington, Jr.
Lucy Watrous
Wawa Foundation
WDG Family Foundation
Phyllis I. Webber
Walter Weber
Timothy Webster
David Wehrlin
Shirley Weisman
James Wenk
Gary W. Whalen and  

Sheila A. McConnell
Starr Wheeler
Ruby S. Whisnant
Edward J. White
Mary Whitfield
Daniel and Cynthia Whitney
Warren and Gail S. Wick, MHSA, 

BSN
Beverly Wickstorm
Gertrude Wieckoski
Eli Wilamowsky
Katherine Wiley
Col. W. B. Willard, Jr.
James B. Willett
William & Karen Tell Foundation
Laura A. Williams, MPH
Sherri L. Williams
Anthony J. and  

Sherri L. Williamson
Gail S. Williamson
Richard J. Winter

Donald Wisnefski
William Witcraft
David A. Wolf
Kenneth P. Wolford
Charles D. and Lola B. Wood, Jr.
John G. Wood
Margaret Wood
Andrea Woods
Francis Wooldridge
Michael Wordekemper
Cynthia Worthington
Mark Worthington
Dianne S. Wright
Mark Wright
William K. and Mary Wright, Jr.
Te Wu

Y

Shawn Yancy
Vang Yang
Sonja Yefsky
Leesa Yim
Danette York
Shu C. Chu and Jen L. Yuan
Soo Yun
Jeff Yunis

Z

Theresa Zandi
Joe Zazzi
Chen Zhao
Marc A. Zimmerman
Beth Zubatkin
Carolee A. Zuck
Stephanie L. Zvirin
Walter R. Zydlewski
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KIDNEYNATION®

Thank you to the following teams who joined KidneyNation and raised 
money through do-it-yourself fundraising to support our lifesaving work. 
These teams and individuals raised a minimum of $1,000 each in 2024.

Akebia Therapeutics, Inc.
ANI Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Holly Bode
Rosalyn Brown
Bubba’s 5K and Basket Raffle
Tara Bunch
Chenega EH&F
Cresaptown Fraternal Order of 

Eagles
Grand Aerie Faternal Order of 

Eagles
Grand Temple Daughter Of Elks
Peyton Halpern

David Jacobs
Maryland State Aerie, Fraternal 

Order of Eagles
Orases
PSA Insurance and Financial 

Partners
Julianne Puzzo
Conley Marie Rohall
Ben Shlesinger
Mike Spigler
US Renal Care, Inc.
Gary Vuono
Pat Walsh

HERITAGE SOCIETY
The Heritage Society recognizes friends of the American Kidney Fund who have either funded or planned a 
deferred gift, such as a bequest or life income plan, in 2024.

Leon L. Andrews
Augusta M. Stocker  

Charitable Trust
Nancy E. Autrey, CCHT
Barbara Ann Rabinowitz Estate
Barbara Anne Hamilton Trust
Barbara Fletcher Estate
Jose A. Barreto
David Barrett
James Bialson
Bizzozero Family Trust
Christina L. Bondi
Byron T. Brooks
Brown Living Trust
Karen R. Brustman
Camill Trust
Charlotte J. Duley Trust
James R. Christiansen
Claudette M. Babineau Estate
Amy S. Crone
David Nelson Hickman Estate
David Nounou Estate
James and Susan Degen
Linda Dodge
Enroth Family Charitable Trust
Erwin and Shirley Zalon Estate
David T. Esparza
Estate of Clayton F. Bollack, Jr.
Estate of David P. McLean
Estate of Dolores A. Ruiz
Estate of Frederick W. Roos
Estate of Gilbert Lee Greenawalt
Estate of Howard F. Prass
Estate of James C. Coburn
Estate of Janice Hagelberger
Estate of Jonni L. Hoffman
Estate of Ketherine Yates
Estate of Kimberly Jayne Manson
Estate of Marilyn J. Doering

Estate of Paul Eugene Levesque
Estate of Richard Edward Drew
Estate of Terry Ann Kropp
Melissa Falluccki
Joseph D. Feauto
Antenise Fegins
Eugene Forsyth
Frederick G. Rumsey Estate
Malcolm Gailey
Marcella R. Garcia
Ericka T. Garrett
George Darr Estate
Loni Gephart
Carol J. Golus
Gordon L. Polimer Revocable Trust
Joel S. Greene
Marlene A. Gunderson
Harold E. Gilmore Estate
Courtney M. Heaton
Helen R. Mackenzie  

Revocable Trust
Janice Howard
James Daniel Morgan Jr. Estate
Jana L. Ingram Estate
Joan Momrow Estate
Joanne T. Rieger Estate
Joyce Sevier Trust
Noreen C. Key
Nina Kovlenko
Jan-Michael Laughlin
Leonard F. Hudson Charitable Trust
Lucille P. Amicone Estate
Janet L. Ludwig
Marie Hand Estate
Marjorie S Isaac 2009 Charitable 

Lead Annuity Trust
Edward J. Mattson
McFarlane Estate
Ava L. Mendelson

Roger and Terri Merema
Michele Alpert Estate
Billy and Ruth Miller
Nancy Boydstun Estate
Cedric A. Nash
Wendell Olson
Peter M. Parsons
Patricia J. Gierke Revocable  

Living Trust
Ona M. Peart
Lee M. Pittman
Q&A Trust
Dr. Dyann J. Reilly
Haydee M. Rider
Robert L. Whittaker Estate
Laura Ruben
Joan M. Rutt
Omar Saif
Larry and Anna Searcy
John L. Sexton
Shirley Campagna Trust
Sidney and Sylvia Souers 

Charitable Trust
Slawson Exploration Company Inc
Susan M. Moynahan Declaration 

of Trust u/a/d 2/23/2005
Christine Swint
Terrie Ann Vanalen Estate
Marjorie P. Tittle
Walter Guido Trust
Ilse Wenzel
Antionette Y. Wiggins
William B Snyder Charitable Trust
William Puro Estate
Winifred Fisher Womack Estate
Allen A. Wozniak, Sr.
Wanda Yee
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2024 AMERICAN KIDNEY FUND  
NATIONAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS
Silas P. Norman, MD, MPH
Chair

William J. Schuyler
Chair-Elect

Maureen Nugent Franco
Immediate Past Chair

John F. Hanley, CFA
Treasurer

Jamie A. Green, MD
Chair, Medical Affairs

Pamela W. McNamara
Secretary

TRUSTEES
Frances E. Ashe-Goins, RN, BSN, 
MPH, FAAN, PhD (hon)

Kenneth R. Bridges, MD

Oliver T. Brooks, MD

John P. Butler

The Honorable Donna M. 
Christensen, MD

Bambi W. Gaddist, DrPH

Patrick O. Gee, PhD, JLC

Charlotte Jones-Burton, MD

Brian Krex, Esq.

Lydia H. Landesberg

Jeffrey S. Pearson, CFA

John D. Ring, CPA

Andrew M. Shore, J.D.

Katie B. Spillane, CPA

Melanie J. Turieo

Priscilla VanderVeer

Laura A. Williams, MD

NON-VOTING 
MEMBERS
Gail S. Wick, MHSA, BSN, RN, 
CNNe

LaVarne A. Burton, Ex-officio
President & CEO

Why Sally Gives
After her 2021 kidney 
transplant, Sally Carrubba 
wanted to remain connected 
to the kidney community. 
She discovered the American 
Kidney Fund while searching 
Charity Navigator. “I was so 
lucky … It was very important 
to me to give money to an 
organization that was going to help other people. AKF 
had a great score [on Charity Navigator], and I knew 
my money would go to help people in need.” Thank you, 
Sally!

Coming of Age
In spring 2024, 13-year-
old Peyton Halpern was 
approaching his bar mitzvah, 
a Jewish tradition that marks 
when a child becomes an 
adult, accountable for their 
own actions. Inspired by his 
mother Emily’s work as a 
renal dietitian, he started a 
KidneyNation fundraiser for 
his bar mitzvah project. 
“[AKF] holds a special place in my heart because my 
mom has been working closely with people affected by 
kidney disease for the past 15 years. After I saw how it 
helped kidney patients, I knew it was the right choice,” 
said Peyton, who lives in the Atlanta area. 
Peyton surpassed his fundraising goal, raising $1,295 
to directly support people living with kidney disease. 
Thank you, Peyton, and mazel tov!
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Become a Member of KidneyNation.  
Create your own fundraiser to help make a difference for the kidney 
community.   
KidneyNation.org

Become a Monthly Giver.  
Help us continue to be there for our patients when they need us 
most. Join AKF Partners for Change, a monthly giving program for 
our most dedicated supporters.   
KidneyFund.org/Ways-Give

Become a Circle of Champions Member.  
Show your commitment to ending kidney disease with a gift of 
$1,000 or more. Have a bigger impact and enjoy special privileges 
that help you come closer to our work.   
KidneyFund.org/Circle-of-Champions

Leave a gift through your Donor-Advised Fund.  
If you have a Donor-Advised Fund (DAF), you can create a lasting 
legacy by naming AKF the beneficiary of the entire account or a 
percentage of the fund.   
KidneyFund.org/DAF

Create a will in 10 easy steps.  
Leaving a gift to AKF is a wonderful way to make a lasting mark on 
the world. Your gift costs you nothing now and there is no minimum 
gift amount.   
KidneyFund.org/Make-a-Will

Make a gift by beneficiary designation.  
Many members of the kidney community have decided to create 
a lasting legacy by naming AKF as the beneficiary, or partial 
beneficiary, of a retirement account, donor advised fund or other 
financial account.  
KidneyFund.MyPlannedGift.org

Make a tribute gift to AKF in honor of a loved one by adding their 
name to our Tribute Wall.  
You can then share with friends and family to continue to honor 
your loved one’s fight.   
KidneyFund.org/TributeWall

OUR MOST IMPORTANT PARTNER IS YOU
Our vision is bold: a world without kidney disease. But we can only achieve this future if each of us joins the fight. By standing with the American Kidney 
Fund, you help us fight kidney disease on all fronts: prevention, education, advocacy, awareness, research and direct financial assistance. Your gift is much 
more than a donation—it makes a tangible difference to the children and adults living with kidney disease who need it most and helps prevent millions of 
others from ever facing this diagnosis. 

Here’s how you can continue to make a lasting difference.

WAYS TO GIVE

https://KidneyNation.org

https://KidneyFund.org/Ways-Give
https://KidneyFund.org/Circle-of-Champions
https://KidneyFund.org/DAF
https://KidneyFund.org/Make-a-Will
https://KidneyFund.MyPlannedGift.org
https://KidneyFund.org/TributeWall


AMERICANKIDNEYFUND                    AMERICANKIDNEYFUND                    KIDNEYFUND                    AKF_ADVOCACY                   KIDNEYFUND

11921 ROCKVILLE PIKE | SUITE 300 • ROCKVILLE, MD 20852
(800) 638-8299 • KIDNEYFUND.ORG

SIGN-UP TO GET THE LATEST AKF NEWS RIGHT TO YOUR INBOX: KIDNEYFUND.ORG/SIGN-UP

Your support puts hope within reach for  
people facing kidney disease ...  

thank you!

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanKidneyFund
https://www.instagram.com/AmericanKidneyFund/
https://x.com/KidneyFund
https://x.com/AKF_Advocacy
https://www.youtube.com/KidneyFund
https://KidneyFund.org
https://KidneyFund.org/Sign-Up

