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list so they could be on dialysis for a shorter time.7
• 
8 Over 2.2 million people fall into the Medicaid 

"coverage gap," meaning they do not qualify for Medicaid or Affordable Care Act premium tax credits.9 

Fifty-eight percent of those in the Medicaid coverage gap are racial and ethnic minorities: 28% African 

American/Black, 28% Hispanic/Latino, 1% American Indian or Alaska Native, 1% Asian or Pacific lslander.10 

People without access to health insurance often rely on community health clinics that provide free care or 

have sliding scale fees. Sometimes they receive no care at all. The same groups that have difficulty 

accessing care also have higher rates of kidney failure. 

The estimated glomerular filtration rate (eGFR) is a clinical support tool used by primary care physicians to 

measure kidney function. Prior to September of 2021, there were two measurements of eGFR: one for 

Black Americans and another for everyone else. Recommendations to change the measure were put forth 

in September 2021 by the NKF-ASN Task Force on Reassessing the Inclusion of Race in Diagnosing Kidney 

Disease and race is no longer included. This historic change is expected to result in reducing disparities in 

transplant listing in Black Americans and earlier referrals to nephrology. The USPSTF should utilize this 

change to provide primary care physicians a recommendation on when to screen all patients, including 

those of color, for CKD. While these high-risk patients should be prioritized, screening all patients for CKD 

would be an essential tool to identify and treat the disease in its earlier states. 

Recommendation Suggestion 

A recommendation to include all racial and ethnic minorities in CKD screenings will focus screenings on 

the communities more likely to suffer kidney failure. Additionally, a recommendation that all people who 

utilize community health centers or federally qualified health centers (FQHCs) should be screened when 

they visit on an annual basis. 

Need for Clinical Assessment Tools 

AKF recently completed a survey of 300 clinicians in primary care, nephrology, and endocrinology that 

showed some concerning trends on kidney disease testing and late referrals. This survey was part of AKF's 

Unknown Causes of Kidney Disease (UCKD) project. The survey found that urinalysis, an important test in 

order to detect the earliest stages of kidney disease, isn't used as frequently as metabolic panels, which 

tend to catch kidney disease in later stages. Nearly half of patients were found not to be referred to a 

nephrologist until they had reached stages 4 or 5 of kidney disease, and these late referrals were 

attributed to a variety of reasons: difficulty accessing nephrology care in rural areas, lack of early 

detection, and confusion about what next steps to use and who to refer patients to on the part of primary 

care providers. A recommendation from the USPSTF to screen high-risk populations for both urine 

albumin to creatinine ratio (ACR) and eGFR would help guide primary care providers on who should be 
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